
 

    

 

 

 

 
 

Tennessee Field Office • PO Box 41505 • Nashville, TN 37204 • (615) 781-5300 • www.nass.usda.gov 
In Cooperation with Tennessee Department of Agriculture 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Tennessee Farm Facts 

June Acreage     Grain Stocks     Hog Inventory July 9, 2010 
 

Cotton Biotech Varieties     Price Received     Soybean Percent of Acreage  Volume 10    Number 10 

 

Farmers Make Adjustments To Earlier Planting Intentions 

 

Changes in price patterns and widespread spring flooding led Tennessee farmers to alter their planting intentions for the 

2010 crop year.  Based on a recent survey conducted by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, Tennessee Field 

Office, cotton growers planted significantly more acreage than in 2009 and more than intended on March 1 of this year.  

Corn acreage is down from earlier March intentions, as the aforementioned flooding during May caused farmers shift to 

alternative crops.  Soybean acreage is expected to decline over 100,000 acres from 2009’s near-record crop.  Crop 

acreages and changes from last year are as follows: Cotton, 400,000 acres, up 33 percent; Soybeans, 1.45 million acres, 

down 8 percent; Corn, 680,000 acres, up 1 percent; Tobacco, 22,300 acres, up 3 percent; Wheat, 280,000 acres, down 35 

percent; and Hay, 1.92 million acres, unchanged from a year earlier. 

 

Cotton Acreage Up a Third 

 

Cotton acreage for 2010 is estimated at 400,000 acres, up 100,000 from last year.   Spring price rallies, the relative returns 

compared with other crops, and normal crop rotation in the major producing counties back to cotton led to the rise above 

intended acres and last year.   The flood event occurred prior to planting much acreage, but some was re-planted in low 

spots.  As of June 27, the cotton crop was squaring and was rated in mostly good condition.   

 

Soybean Acreage Declines 

 

Tennessee’s 2010 soybean acreage is estimated at 1.45 million acres, down 120,000 acres from 2009, but up 20,000 acres 

from earlier March intentions.  Area for harvest is estimated at 1.41 million acres, also down 120,000 acres from 2009.  

Tennessee producers experienced record-breaking May rainfall which flooded some corn acres.  Many of these producers 

were unable to re-plant corn and switched to soybeans.  The soybean crop is rated in mostly good condition. 

 

Corn Down From Earlier Intentions 

 

The State’s corn acreage is estimated at 680,000 acres, down 30,000 from March intentions, but up 10,000 acres from last 

year. Growers expect to harvest 600,000 acres for grain, also up 10,000 acres from a year earlier.  Despite the widespread 

flooding of thousands of acres, prolonged wet field conditions and re-plants, corn planting was mostly completed by the 

end of May.  However, as a result of these delays and losses, some producers opted to switch over to other crops.  The 

corn crop is developing at a pace one week ahead of the five-year average, due to the scorching June temperatures. 

 

Burley Acreage Up; Dark Types To Decrease 
 

The State’s burley tobacco acreage is forecast to increase by 1,000 acres from the previous year to 15,000 acres.  Total 

tobacco acreage, which includes burley, dark fire-cured and dark air-cured, is set at a total of 22,300 acres, up 700 acres 

from a year earlier.  The dark-types are both expected to be down from last year.  Dark tobacco acreage and changes from 

2009 are as follows:  dark fire-cured, 6,200 acres, down 3 percent; dark air-cured, 1,100 acres, down 8 percent.  As of 

June 27, 96 percent of the crop was transplanted, on pace with the five-year average. 
 

 

 
  



  

Wheat Acreage Plunges 
 

The winter wheat planted area for the 2010 season is estimated at 280,000 acres, down 150,000 acres from 2009.  Grain 

harvest is expected to reach 190,000 acres, also down 150,000 acres from 2009. An extremely wet fall caused planting 

delays and caused farmers to stretch the planting window into mid-December.  These delays coupled with normal crop 

rotation led to the plunge.  As of June 27, 91 percent of the crop had been harvested, a few days ahead of the normal pace. 
 

Hay Acreage Remains Steady 
 

Tennessee producers intend to harvest 1.92 million acres of hay in 2010, unchanged from a year earlier.  Alfalfa acreage is 

estimated at 15,000 acres, unchanged from last year.  All other hay is estimated at 1.90 million acres, also unchanged from 

2009. Due to heavy flooding across West and Middle Tennessee in May, many farmers suffered delays cutting hay due to 

standing water, mud, and debris.  Much of the hay passed its prime for a quality spring cutting, but many farmers expect 

fields to be in shape to harvest later this year.  Adequate hay stocks make it unlikely for farmers to increase harvested hay 

acreage significantly. 
 

Planted and Harvested Acreage of Principal Crops:  Tennessee and U.S., 2009-2010 

1Estimate to be  released August 12, 2010. 2 U.S. acreage includes American Pima cotton. 
 
  

Crop 

Planted Acres Harvested Acres 

2009 2010 2009 2010 2010/2009 

 1,000 Acres Percent 

Tennessee      

Corn 670 680 590 600 102 

Cotton 300 400 280 
1 

- 

Soybeans 1,570 1,450 1,530 1,410 92 

Winter Wheat 430 280 340 190 56 

Hay, all - - 1,915 1,915 100 

   Alfalfa - - 15 15 100 

   All Other - - 1,900 1,900 100 

Tobacco, all - - 21.60 22.30 103 

   Dark fire-cured - - 6.40 6.20 97 

   Burley - - 14.00 15.00 107 

   Dark air-cured - - 1.20 1.10 92 

United States      

Corn 86,482 87,872 79,590 81,005 102 

Cotton
2
 9,149.5 10,909.0 7,528.7 

1
 - 

Soybeans 77,451 78,868 76,372 77,986 102 

Winter Wheat 43,311 37,723 34,485 32,085 93 

Hay, all - - 59,755 59,656 100 

   Alfalfa - - 21,227 20,732 98 

   All Other - - 38,528 38,924 101 

Tobacco, all - - 354.24 327.27 92 

   Dark fire-cured - - 16.15 15.40 95 

   Burley - - 101.90 91.30 90 

   Dark air-cured - - 5.80 5.90 102 



  

 

Grain Stocks: Tennessee and U.S., June 1, 2009-2010 with Comparisons 

 
Tennessee United States 

Jun 1, 2009 Mar 1, 2010 Jun 1, 2010 Jun 1, 2009 Mar 1, 2010 Jun 1, 2010 

 1,000 Bushels 

On-Farm Stocks 
1
       

  Corn    2,205,400 4,548,000 2,131,400 

  Wheat    140,745 348,250 209,900 

  Soybeans    226,300 609,200 232,600 

  Grain Sorghum    12,000 23,680 10,700 

  Oats    17,480 30,900 17,600 

Off-Farm Stocks 
2
       

  Corn 8,303 15,036 8,893 2,056,027 3,145,787 2,178,644 

  Wheat 9,110 11,496 7,566 515,760 1,008,107 763,492 

  Soybeans 1,143 1,958 1,080 369,859 660,868 338,417 

  Grain Sorghum 370 705 
3 

90,215 151,873 77,154 

  Oats 29 40 24 66,619 67,091 62,747 

Total Stocks 
1 

      

  Corn    4,261,427 7,693,787 4,310,044 

  Wheat    656,505 1,356,357 973,392 

  Soybeans    596,159 1,270,068 571,017 

  Grain Sorghum    102,215 175,553 87,854 

  Oats    84,099 97,991 80,347 
1 Estimates for Tennessee on-farm stocks are not published.  2 Includes stocks at mills, elevators, warehouses, terminals, and processors.  3 Not published to avoid 

disclosures of individual operations. 

 

U.S. Hog Inventory Down 4 Percent 

 
U.S. inventory of all hogs and pigs on June 1, 2010 was 64.4 million head.  This was down 4 percent from June 1, 2009 but up 1 

percent from March 1, 2010.  Breeding inventory, at 5.79 million head, was down 3 percent from last year but up slightly from 

the previous quarter.  Market hog inventory, at 58.6 million head, was down 4 percent from last year but up 1 percent from last 

quarter.   The March-May 2010 pig crop, at 28.2 million head, was down 3 percent from 2009 and down 2 percent from 2008.   

 

U.S. hog producers intend to have 2.89 million sows farrow during the June-August 2010 quarter, down 2 percent from the 

actual farrowings during the same period in 2009 and down 6 percent from 2008.  The total number of hogs under contract 

owned by operations with over 5,000 head, but raised by contractees, accounted for 44 percent of the total U.S. hog inventory, 

down from 46 percent last year.  

 

Upland Cotton:  Biotechnology Varieties by State and 

United States, Percent of Upland Cotton Planted, 2009-2010 

State 
Insect Resistant (Bt) Herbicide Resistant Stacked Gene Varieties All Biotech Varieties 

2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 2009 2010 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Alabama 
 

13 11 18 7 60 76 91 94 

Arkansas 28 20 5 2 64 76 97 98 

California 8 19 54 56 11 8 73 83 

Georgia 20 20 7 8 70 69 97 97 

Louisiana 20 19 10 3 63 73 93 95 

Mississippi 14 12 16 9 63 68 93 89 

Missouri 
 

18 22 29 47 51 29 98 98 

North Carolina 15 14 13 7 68 76 96 97 

Tennessee 
 

7 8 10 8 80 82 97 98 

Texas 15 13 31 27 35 51 81 91 

Other States 
1 24 24 17 16 49 52 90 92 

United States 17 15 23 20 48 58 88 93 
1 Other States includes all other States in the upland cotton estimating program. 

 



  

Prices Received by Farmers: Tennessee & U.S., June 2010 with Comparisons 

Commodity 

 

 

 

Unit 

Tennessee United States 

June   May 
1
 June

 2
 June   May 

1
 June

 2
 

2009 2010 2010 2009 2010 2010 

 Dollars Per Unit 

Field Crops 

 
       

  Corn bu. 4.32 3.87 3.75 4.01 3.48 3.38 

  Cotton Lint lb. .417 .653 .663
3 

.450 .660 .662
3 

  Soybeans 

 
bu. 12.00 9.55 9.55 11.40 9.41 9.39 

  Winter Wheat bu. 4.84 4.48 n/a 5.47 4.21 3.66 

Livestock        

  All Beef Cattle cwt. 70.80 84.20 82.00 80.10 94.80 91.10 

  Steers & Heifers cwt. 88.00 103.00 100.00 84.90 99.70 95.70 

  Cows cwt. 45.00 56.00 55.00 45.40 59.20 58.20 

  Calves cwt. 97.00 116.00 113.00 109.00 122.00 121.00 
1 Entire month.  2 Mid-month.  3 Based on purchases first half of month.    n/a = not available. 

 

Soybeans: Percent of Acreage Planted Following Another Harvested Crop,  

Selected States and United States, 2006-2010 
1 

State 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Alabama 6 10 48 32 14 

Arkansas 6 23 27 10 5 

Georgia 69 77 61 54 19 

Kentucky 21 26 36 30 13 

Mississippi 4 14 13 4 3 

Missouri 11 13 12 10 4 

North Carolina 30 38 47 33 26 

South Carolina 29 36 52 30 28 

Tennessee 20 31 40 25 17 

Virginia 25 44 56 30 24 

United States 5 8 9 6 3 
1Data as obtained from Area Frame samples.  These data do not represent official estimates of the Agricultural Statistics Board but provide raw data as obtained from 

survey respondents.  The purpose of this data is to portray trends in soybean production practices.   

 
 

  
 


